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There is a natural tendency among all per-

sons to form their first opinion- from outward

appearances. A true college spirit consists not

only in internal spirit, but also in the external

expression of that sentiment. Wo, at Villa-

nova, have many things of M^hich we may be

justly proud. Villanova has a campus which

admittedly is a joy and a delight. Visitors are

unanimous in declaring that it almost beggars

description. And yet frequently we must

apologize for its slovenly and unkempt appear-

ance. Empty bottles, tobacco cans, old shoes.

lend neither color nor tone to the landscape.

Nor are newspapers and half-smoked cigarettes

scattered in profusion about the entrances in

keeping with the dignity of an institution of

higher learning. The "out the windoAV nuis-

ance" could readily be eradicated if we Avould

use the least bit of care in disposing of those

articles for which we have no further use. For

our temerity in suggesting that the students

forego the exercise of their inalienable privil-

eges of carelessness, thoughtlessness and indif-

'

ference, we plead as our excuse the apprecia- ;

tion of the charm and beauty of Villanova.

College spirit must be displayed in our rela-

tions both with our fellow students and those

outside the college with whom we come in con-

tact. Often the first year man at college, and

unfortunately some of the upper-classmen, are

inclined to mistake boisterous and unraanlj^

conduct for the accepted conduct of college

students. This is in all probability due to a

grossly mistaken idea of college life, such as

may be gleaned from those misleading fictions

written by authors whose sphere of acquaint-

ance with any college is limited to the occasion-

al observance of some college or other

in the throes of great exuberance over some

important victory in the field of sports. We
must remember that rowdyism away from home
is even more inexcusable than in a place Avhere

we are known. For, in college we are not

judged by our character when we associate

Avith strangers, but rather by the conduct in

which we manifest that character. Our re-

sponsibility extends beyond any personal feel-

ing in the matter, as we must realize that we
have at stake the good name of a great institu-

tion, whose reputation can be no greater than

its students choose to make it, both in their

college relations and in their contact with the

world.

A college is judged to a great extent by the

support it tenders its teams, Villanova may
well be proud of the spirit that has always

animated its athletes. Even under the most

adverse circumstances when fickle fortune gave

no encouragement, they have risen to great

heights, inspired by the hope of greater glory

for their Alma Mater, It seems to us that such

a spirit is deserving of greater support on the

part of the student body, than has hitherto

been given. Neither circumstances nor in-

clement weather should deter loyal students

from supporting their teams.

We hope that our remarks will not be taken

as either sarcastic or criticizing, but rather in

the sense of suggestion. Our purpose is solely

to effect the realization of the tremendous im-

portance of our life at college. Upon it de-

pends much of the future. It is here that our

embryonic tendencies are either developed or

redirected. If we do not properly mould our

character now, it is almost useless to hope that

Ave AAdll do so in the future. Aside from this we
oAve a great deal to Villanova, Her traditions

have stood the test of time in all the sublimity

of their virtue. Upon us she has showered the

accrued heritage of nearly a century, there-

fore it is incumbent upon us to carry on, for

Villanova, those great Avorks of culture and
learning, so that Ave may repay to our Alma
Mater the debt Ave OAve to this, the school of

great tradition.
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